
At its February 15 board  meeting, the Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District (MWCD) is 
expected to lease 3,500-acre Seneca Lake reservoir for unconventional shale drilling, known as 
“fracking.” The lease, negotiated  with Antero Resources of Colorado, will allow the third largest 
inland body of waterr in Ohio to be hydraulically fractured for the natural gas industry.

The MWCD will receive tens of millions of dollars by signing over almost 7,000 acres of 
mineral rights at Seneca Lake and the surrounding area. The MWCD projects to earn over $300 
million in royalties by leasing Seneca Lake reservoir for drilling. The conservancy district has 
already received signing bonuses of $40 million by leasing two other reservoirs, Clendening 
and Leesville in southeast Ohio. In addition, the MWCD could receive hundreds of millions of 
dollars in royalty revenues from  these leases and others that are expected  to be signed with the 
gas industry.

Atwood Lake reservoir is being seismically tested for future leasing, and other reservoirs such 
as Tappan and Piedmont are being offered to the gas drilling industry. The MWCD also receives 
revenue from selling millions of gallons of water needed for the drilling industry, thus removing 
massive amounts of freshwater from the area forever. 

This new revenue stream created by engaging in the highly unregulated fracking  industry stands 
to earn the MWCD hundreds of millions of dollars in additional revenue. But at what cost to 
the public? The publicly-funded MWCD is gambling with the future of Ohio’s drinking and 
recreational water supplies without public vote, input or ability to object. By leasing reservoirs 
for fracking, the MWCD is exposing public drinking water supplies to future contamination 
along with the potential for costly remediation at public expense.  Based on an outside expert 
assessment of existing subsurface conditions, it is expected that toxic fracking fluid chemicals 
will bubble upward through existing abandoned gas wells under Seneca Lake after hydraulic 
fracturing begins.  This is expected to adversely impact the health of downstream water users by 
leaching methane and  toxins, some of which may be radioactive. Remediation is expected to be 
costly, if at all possible.

The MWCD was established for recreation an d flood control purposes. The property tax 
assessment was implemented to provide public benefit by funding the conservancy. Property 
owners have asked the  MWCD if  the windfall profits it receives from the gas drillers will 
negate the need for the property tax assessments. John Hoopingarner, Executive Director of the 
MWCD, has stated publicly that the MWCD will look into that possibility. In the meantime, the 
MWCD is busy assembling costly projects to spend its new found riches which will most likely 
justify maintaining existing property tax assessments.

Despite the fact that MWCD employees receive public employee benefits, the MWCD calls 
itself a private corporation and does little competitive bidding for contracts, earning favors from 
contractors and building an organizational power base to ingratiate and obligate others. The 
support of the gas drilling industry at the public’s expense is seen as a betrayal of public trust and 



a justification for the removal of the property tax assessment and refund of monies received. 

Lea Harper of Southeast Ohio Alliance to Save Our Water states: “There is no way that an 
agency, given public funds and public employee benefits should be able to engage in such 
destruction of valuable public resources. This is a total betrayal of important democratic values 
that has taken place historically because the MWCD answers to no one. The MWCD can make 
decisions that will obligate public monies for costly future remediation without accountability 
and  responsibility. Even though what they are doing to engage in and support the highly 
destructive and unregulated gas drilling industry is legal due to Ohio’s dismantled laws to 
support this new industry, it certainly is not moral.”

Seneca Lake property owners are urged to get involved to protect their property values and 
quality of life. The MWCD has chosen to ignore the many studies that show fracking can 
contaminate water and compromise air quality. Seneca Lake property owners are urged to obtain 
property value appraisals before fracking begins in anticipation of property value loss that has 
happened in others areas in which fracking has taken place

Anyone who would like to stop the MWCD from leasing another public reservoir for fracking, 
thus earning the conservancy district hundreds of millions of dollars that it can spend without 
public input and oversight are urged to lodge their protests at the February 15 MWCD board 
meeting at the McDonald Center in New Philadelphia, Ohio. 

Donations are accepted for this effort through www.FWAPOH.com. Any questions or 
correspondence can be made through the website or to www.wewantcleanwater@gmail.com or 
stopmwcdnow@yahoo.com.

 

 

 


